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Davos - State of war 


Saturday 27 January about 1,500 protestors 
against the World Economic Forum were forbidden 
to demonstrate. Arrested, encircled, violently 
stopped by military and police forces, their rights 
to move, their freedom of expression and to 
associate freely were totally denied. 


“Is it constitutional to use liquid manure against 
demonstrators?” During a TV show the day before 
the demonstration the Grison Chief of Police asked 
a panel of experts and peasants this question. The 
peasants answered him that liquid manure is no 
more liquid and is in fact solid in winter and that 
for them it is a fertilizer. One of them added that 
he didn’t perceive the relation between manure 
and corporate globalization. 


Davos region was militarized. Hundreds of 
kilometers of barbed wires were placed along the 
roads at strategic points where demonstrators 
could escape from controls and along railroads. 
The WEF protection was so imposing that even the 
inhabitants finished by expressing their concerns. 
Guarded metallic fences closed all Davos streets. 
The last one at the center of the city just 100 
meters from the WEF venue was impressive. 
Military and police all in black were checking every 
one suspiciously. An ATTAC badge could throw 
you out the city... 


The day before in Zurich where an international 
conference, “The Other Davos” was held and 
gathered 800 participants during an afternoon and 
an evening of hard work around workshops on 
different themes, a real success, | met with a 
Gamma press agency photographer. He was asked 


to leave Davos as he was entering. His crime? To 
carry along with his cameras heavy glasses that 
he uses to protect his eyes in demonstrations in 
case of tear gas. His glasses were taken away and 
him thrown out. His accreditation or phone calls 
from the Swiss embassy attaché in Paris were of 
no help. Army and police took power. The Swiss 
government is no longer ruling. 


Early Saturday morning seven buses organized by 
ATTAC Switzerland started to head toward Davos. 
Nobody was really optimistic. Information received 
for the last 24 hours were dramatic: buses and 
cars couldn't pass the borders from all European 
countries, an highway closed, the one coming 
from the south, from Italy...Other groups chose to 
take the train. Since the day before cars and train 
passengers disguised in normal tourists and willing 
to be searched upon arrival, were reaching Davos 
village. 


After driving 2 hours, the buses were stopped on a 
small road by an armored vehicle and were 
encircled by military men all in black their faces 
covered with a black hood. Some of us stepped 
out the buses to negotiate as we were all waiting 
to continue our journey. 


“| was told to hold the position” said in a more 
military fashion than a police one the chief of the 
platoon. We decided also to hold the position and 
as we stepped out the buses helicopters started 
flying around. One of them was just above our 
heads and filmed us. The person in charge on the 
police side threatened to take away the licenses of 
the bus drivers, to take away the bus company 
authorization to operate. We had therefore to 
send them back, which we did as quickly as we 
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could since the small road was packed with a huge 
traffic jam caused by the police barrage. 


Very peacefully and calmly we organized ourselves 
on the road. The police got nervous. Some of 
them were facing us while the armored vehicle 
started to point its machine gun at us. We were 
between 300 and 400 and we were asked to 
evacuate quickly. We headed back slowly toward 
the gas station parking were the buses waited for 
us. 


At the same time, in a small town called Lanqvart 
not far from where we were the train was stopped. 
The village was encircled by police forces and it 
was impossible for us to go in. The demonstrators 
inside the train (400 also) tried to demonstrate, 
tried to block the highway not far away. There 
were soon encircled by the police. Later during the 
day they shot at the small crowd with rubber 
bullets and water canon. The demonstrators were 
put back on a train to Zurich. 


We learned that the demonstration started in 
Davos as scheduled, 01: 30pm. 300 demonstrators 
succeeded to by-pass the police and army disposal 
which had cost Swiss taxpayers 10 millions Swiss 
Francs. Isabelle is giving us information using her 
cell phone. The demonstrators are very peaceful 
and the demonstration is quite festive. The 
security forces are running to block them. The day 
after a Swiss newspaper will make an headline 
calling the demonstration the body-guards 
demonstration since they were outnumbering the 
demonstrators. It is snowing in Davos. The 
weather is cold and icy. Suddenly the police are 
shooting with their water canon. The 
demonstrators will be pushed toward the train 
station and put inside one to be sent back to 
Zurich. 


Oliver, a friend from ATTAC Germany, and | 
decided to not take the bus back and to try to 
reach Davos as we had some people to meet 
outside the Forum. We waited a while for the 
buses to leave and for the police to think that we 
were away. Then we hitchhiked. 


We will arrive in Davos around 05:00pm after 
three police stops and checking points. A couple of 
Davos people that were really fed up with all this 
police mania and the nearly state of emergency 
they were enduring in the region for the past 
days, took us in their car. 


During the evening in Zurich some violent actions 
ended a demonstration that was taking place after 


all of the demonstrators were pushed away Davos. 
Use of violence is never a good thing even if it can 
be explained by some logical reasons. The police 
arrested 121 persons... but not Mr Smadja. Davos 
showed the whole day that it was weak, and that 
all these powerful people were ridiculous and 
without any idea. 


The “Bridging the Divide” theme of this year WEF 
forum is only words afar from reality. The “Forum” 
changed into a medieval castle, a mean and 
violent castle. The WEF, a private company called 
the “World Economic Forum” that organized a 
private reunion, could use all the state forces, 
army and police. Responding to small shop owners 
about the fact that there were loosing money 
because of the military and police crowding the 
city and giving Davos a bad image that turned 
away tourists, the WEF answered that it is not 
their business and had nothing to do with it... 


The WEF succeeded to create a state of war with 
no war at sight but their fears and weakness. The 
WEF had no problem forbidding the rights of 
citizens that had opinions that were not pleasing 
Mr Smadja_ its director. The Swiss state 
demonstrate once again that it prefers dealing 
with rogue transnational companies (some of the 
invited CEOs are directly involved in corrupting 
governments and financial crimes) and _ with 
dictators than dealing with responsible and 
peaceful citizens that wished to use their rights 
normally guaranteed by the laws and constitution 
of the country. Saturday 27 January between 
08:00am and 08:00pm laws no more existed in 
Switzerland because of the police, the army and 
transnational companies. 


Laurent J ésover. Editor journal@attac.org 
You'll be able to find photos on the ATTAC 
website. 





Davos - No one is answering 


A satellite link created the physical conditions for 
an exchange of ideas between the World Social 
Forum and the World Economic Forum on Sunday 
28 January. Four persons answered on the Swiss 
side, four persons that have more power than all 
the delegates that are in Porto Alegre, even more. 
A dozen delegates were representing the 
organizations in Brazil. 


Let’s have each side of the divide talk to each 
other. It is also because Article Z believes that the 
media can help people to talk to each other that 
the link was organized. 
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For the World Social Forum the answer was yes: 
let’s talk. They helped the show to be organized. 
On the World Economic Forum the answer was no. 


But Sunday hope arises. Since the newspapers 
headlines were not in favor of the WEF following 
the demonstrations, since also newspapers like 
even the Financial Times seemed to be interested 
in the WSF, the WEF held a reunion to reconsider 
its position. But it came out with the same 
answer: no. Its explanation was that the WEF 
didn’t want to answer criticisms outside of the 
WEF. The explanation can be surprising when one 
remember that the day before they had sufficient 
opponents at hand to be able to talk and to listen 
to critical points of view. But sure enough as the 
WEF was not able to use canon and armed forces 
against Porto Alegre, it will avoid people that only 
can critic them but also explain alternatives and 
propose solutions. 


Nevertheless thanks to a church the satellite link 
could be organized in a place a bit outside Davos 
center. The producers of the show tried during 
weeks to invite WEF participants to speak for 
themselves and participate to the video link. Most 
refused. 


The IMF and the World bank first, them the WTO. 
Pascal Lamy, the Euro trade commissioner said he 
had conflicted schedule. Transnational CEOs like 
Bill Gates (Microsoft), Jean Marie Messier (Vivendi 
Universal) and few others. Jeffrey Sachs who 
agreed in participating to this satellite conference 
that was organized to last one hour and a half 
starting at 07:30, left at 07:45 because he had an 
appointment at 08:00. Since the satellite link was 
delayed, no one except the persons in Davos (a 
lot of journalists), had the chance to hear him 
exchanging ideas and discussing proposals in the 
few minutes he had devoted to talk to the WSF, 
certainly enough not only to understand but also 
to help build a bridge over the “divide”... 


Without telling what you'll discover on WordlinkTV 
in the US soon, on www.madmundo.tv this week, 
and on others channels, let me just summarize 
the Davos guests attitude and speeches. George 
Soros defines himself as a speculator, and he is 
one for sure, but if he agrees on the negative 
consequences of the corporate globalization 
worldwide he doesn’t see himself as a responsible: 
for him speculation is responsible not the 
speculator. Njord Eldlund (ABB, a TNC with some 
150,000 employees and having plants in 100 
countries) expresses his deep concerns in a very 





human fashion. He’d like, and think that it is 
beneficial for companies, to look into developing 
companies that are socially and environmentally 
conscious, which participate to development as 
one of many actors, but he doesn’t see really how 
he can do it and he can manage it. John Ruggie 
(advisor to the UN General Secretary) had also 
one idea: one should start discussing using 
diplomatic language and behavior with TNCs if he 
wants changes. Marc Molloch-Brown (UNDP) 
promotes corporate globalization as the only way 
for development. Because globalization is open, it 
provides growth and growth is development. He 
uses the UNDP reports to show he is very aware of 
the state of affair in the world but globalization 
means growth, period. Of course he forgets a 
word like wealth redistribution... 


There all came without notes, papers, data, 
without concrete proposals, mostly because of 
curiosity to hear the “People”, without doubts 
about their righteousness, without real concerns 
other than to show concerns. 


As Mr Soros was asked to tell how much money 
was circulating daily on the financial markets and 
how children were dying each day because of the 
debt... he smiled, answered “certainly a lot for 
both”, couldn’t stand a woman in Porto Alegre 
accusing him of being responsible for parts of 
these deaths. Afterward he will tell journalists that 
is not masochistic enough to start this again (As 
mentioned in the Financial Times article). Joao 
Stedile (MST) proposed to Davos to give land 
access to peasants and local market access to 
local production to resolve some of the poverty. 
Mr Ruggie (UN) in a very condescending way 
answered him by an example telling him that he is 
now in Davos, small village of a country, 
Switzerland, that was 100 years ago mainly a 
rural country. Now the country and the village 
have a flourishing economy. In Mr Ruggie’s mind 
that certainly meant Switzerland didn’t resist 
corporate globalization, peasants shifted from 
agriculture to services or ended to be wealthier 
and better off. Well of course Mr Ruggie was 
forgetting than Brazil is not yet a tax heavens and 
is not deeply involve in money laundering and 
financial crimes worldwide. Surprising answer 
from a UN representative! To Bernard Cassen 
(ATTAC) asking them to write a sign-on letter 
asking for the Tobin tax, the eradication of tax 
heavens, the cancellation with no conditions to 
third world debt and to carry it into the WEF to 
make it sign, Mr Soros admitted it’ll be useless as 
no one will sign it. 
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The little anecdote you won't see in the show as it 
happened in the Davos room while cameras were 
on the Porto Alegre side, was when Njoki Njoroge 
Njehu (50 years is enough) asked the UN and 
UNDP representatives to have the UN officially 
promoting the total cancellation of the debt and 
stopping the Global Compact. Mr Ruggie and 
Molloch-Brown stared at each other in panic. Their 
advisor sitting behind them jumped. They 
exchanged words, nodded, felt obviously better. 
The UNDP answered then that debt cancellation is 
not a UN business but countries. Countries have 
agreed to debt reductions on the behalf that the 
recipients of these reductions would be doing well 
on education and health. According to him, 
forgetting of course the SAP and _ services 
privatization, forgetting of course that paying back 
debt take most of the countries resources away, a 
good health and education governmental politic 
would be sufficient to have debt reductions. UN 
answered that the Global Compact is a good thing 
that allows TNCs as well as _ civil society 
organization to start working together... The 
Global Compact is not giving a “blue wash” to 
TNCs. Mr Soros then intervened to say he is not 
agreeing, the Global Compact is giving a “blue 
wash” to TNCs as companies are not meant for 
other purposes than making money and therefore 
he disagrees with Mr Ruggie point of view. Porto 
Alegre was watching... dreaming... Have they even 
remotely a sense of reality? 


As Walden Bello (Focus on the Global South) put it 
we are in Porto Alegre and in Davos leaving in two 
different realities that have no relation beside at 
this moment the satellite link. For that matter he 
strongly believed that to resolve the planet 
problems one should put all the WEF people in a 
rocket and send them away into space. 


Laurent J ésover. Editor journal@attac.org 
Photos are available on ATTAC website. 





News from Porto Alegre 
Forum T-shirts made by women’s co-operative 


A smaller co-operative in the outskirts of Porto 
Alegre - Cooperative Univens - has been working 
extremely hard for the last couple of weeks to 
produce thousands of t-shirts. The 23 women 
workers are collective owners of their business, 
share the profits equally, and take all decisions 
collectively. Cooperative Univens produces mainly 
clothes, and alimentation products (among them 
substitute for children suffering mal-nutritional). 
One of the women workers, Nelly Fabian Nespolo, 


describes how the women in the beginning did not 
have a place to work, but everyone worked from 
their homes. However, after having operated 
successfully for a while they managed to get 
money from the local participatory budget 
(directly controlled by the citizens of each 
municipality) to construct a building adapted to 
their production. Most of the women did not have 
access to an individual earning before, and 
through their work, based on these principles of 
social solidarity economics, the women workers 
earn 500 reais /month which is well above the 
average salary for work in these sectors of 
production. Cooperative Univens is one example 
of what is a very hot topic in the plenary sessions 
as well as in the many workshops at the Forum in 
Porto Alegre; the possibilities of alternative 
approaches and methods of production, which are 
based on the principle of just distribution and 
respecting environmental and social sustainability. 
Malin Bjork 


Landless’ movement (Moviemento Sim Terra - 
MST) 


Brazil is one of the countries that have been 
greatly affected by global economic policies. At 
the same time, different actors of Brazilian civil 
society are creating economic alternatives in rural 
and urban areas, in shantytowns, etc. One of the 
most known social movements is ‘The Landless’ 
Movement” (Movimiento dos trabahiadores rurais 
sem Terra, MST). Brazil is one of the countries in 
the world where land concentration is the highest. 
The Brazilian constitution has an article stating 
that land, which is not being used and does not 
serve a social function, can be re-distributed. The 
Supreme Court has affirmed this principle, but in 
reality the Landless movements’ communities 
have many times been evicted by the state with 
support from the big landowners. The MST co- 
ordinator of the women’s projects in Rio grande de 
Sul, describes that even though their movement is 
one of social change - including empowerment of 
women - there is still a lot of work to do. There 
are some specific projects for women set up, 
which aims to provide a space for women to 
discuss the issues of importance to them, to raise 
awareness, and to empower each other to take a 
more active role in the shaping of the MST 
movement. Two issues of great importance are 
violence against women and_ sexual and 
reproductive health. Although, within the MST 
communities women and men have the same 
status as rural workers in different fields of 
activity, the Brazilian law does not allow women to 
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own land. This means that formally ALL Brazilian 
women are in fact landless! 
Malin Bjork 


When is a media an alternative media? 


During the second day of the workshop on 
“Citizenship and communication”, there seemed to 
be quite a consensus about what is wrong, and 
distorted in today's media landscape. This includes 
the issue of media concentration, the control of 
diffusion, the reductionist information served to 
people only treated as passive ‘consumers’, etc. 
However, there seems to be less of a clear 
analysis and picture of what really constitutes an 
alternative media? And although most participants 
seemed to agree that the diversity of forms and 
formats of information, and the diversity of 
resources must be promoted - this twofold 
diversity was not always mirrored in the initiatives 
presented at the workshop. The crucial issues 
such as in which ways an alternative media could 
approach information treatment in a different way, 
or how the financing of an alternative media 
should be structured, where introduced but not 
picked up in the discussions. Illustrating this 
vagueness, and certainly some _ conflictual 
positions, was the launch of the new Brazilian 
alternative news agency, Carta Mayor, which 
followed the workshop. Can we trust a news 
agency, launched by five Very Important men and 
assisted by hostesses wearing short dresses, 
which matched the colours of the agency’s logo, to 
really correspond to the demands of an alternative 
media from a feminist viewpoint? And is it enough 
that the content is different even if the format 
stays the same? The issues of financing, the very 
different approaches to information treatment, 
and the role of communication actors, remains 
issues for continued reflection and discussion for 
the formulation of viable alternative solutions in 
the field of information and communication. 

Malin Bjork 


World Parliamentary Forum declares pledges 
support to the social movements 


After a two-day parallel forum, the 
parliamentarians (around 200) assembled in Porto 
Alegre affirmed in a statement their solidarity with 
many of the issues articulated by the social 
movements. The various commitments also 
included a specific promise to work towards the 
objectives of the World March of Women. The 
need for international co-operation was judged 
greater than ever, but it must be one that 
challenges the current neo-liberal hegemony 


within international institutions and negotiations. 
This change of order must include, among other 
issues: debt cancellation; the establishment of a 
tax on capital movement for speculation (type 
Tobin); suppressing of tax paradises, a profound 
reform of the WTO, meeting the commitments 
made in Rio 1992.. etc. 

Malin Bjork 


Women demand visibility 


At the next to last day of the World Social Forum a 
larger number of women participants 
demonstrated within the Forum building. 


If ‘taking to the streets’ is seen as a last resorts 
when ones demands are not being heard, the 
demonstration by women’s activist within the 
Forum building on Monday should be interpreted 
as a protest against the lack of gender perspective 
in the alternative analysis and solutions elaborated 
at the Forum. The demonstrating women showed 
with banderols, leaflets, and songs the range of 
issues that must be addressed more fully within 
the Forum in order to correspond to women’s 
realities. The demands ranged from abortion 
rights to economic autonomy and respect for 
diversity. Remains to see if the closing session of 
the World Social Forum, will show a more 
coherent and sincere commitment to women’s 
rights than the Forum’s opening statements. 


Malin Bjork 
Diversity as a means of mobilisation 


Visibility and diversity is at the core of a succesfull 
mobilisation against neo-liberal hegemony. 


The World Social Forum has gathered a very broad 
range of social movements, and the diversity of 
the organisations represented here is impressive. 
What reunites them is the resistance to the 
current globalisation process and the injustices 
generated, as well as the need to mobilise all 
actors to formulate and take action for alternative 
solutions. But in all this diversity one can at the 
same time feel a clear hierarchy, that risks to 
dissolve the movement if not taken seriously. The 
women’s demonstration has not been the only 
sign of frustration from activists feeling that their 
perspectives and strategies are not being included 
in the analysis and mobilisation. The parallel 
forum of indigenous people and the youth camp, 
and a demonstration of the gay and lesbian 
movement, show that the social movements must 
remain vigilant about not falling into the same 
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logics as the neo-liberal adversary generates - a 
uniform solution, one-fits-all that will eventually 
bring the best to all. The acceptance of diversity 
as a fundamental enriching principle, and the 
inclusion of all civil society actors is indispensable 
and will determine the success of mobilising for 
"um outro mundo". 


Malin Bjork 
These information were provided by 


http://www. penelopes.org and 
http://www. womenaction.org 








Last minute. Emergency 


We have just learned that José Bové the farmer 
unionist was arrested by the federal Brazilian 
Police and was expelled from Brazil on the behalf 
that a foreigner cannot hold political action in 
Brazil. 


Please contact immediately Brazilian embassies 
around the world to show your concern. We don’t 
have time to translate the whole information wire, 
therefore here it is in French 


Le Brésil ordonne I’expulsion de J osé Bové 


Quelques heures avant la cléture du Forum Social 
Mondial, le gouvernement fédéral du Brésil a 
ordonné l’expulsion de José Bové pour avoir 
contrevenu a la loi qui prévoit qu’un étranger ne 
peut exercer d’action politique. Ce matin, les 10 
000 participants au Forum ont déployé une 
banderolle pour affirmer qu’ils étaient tous et 
toutes des J osé Bove. 


Pour José Bové, qui a été arrété cette nuit dans le 
parking de son hétel en compagnie de quelques 
amis avant d’étre conduit au commissariat de la 
police fédérale pour recevoir son arrété 


d’expulsion, la situation est claire. La décision de 
l’Etat brésilien a son encontre vise deux cibles : le 
Forum Social Mondial a quelques heures de sa 
cléture et les mouvements populaires de paysans. 
“Les policiers voulaient me faire dire que j’étais 
payé pour venir ici afin d’accréditer la these que 
des millions de dollars avaient été dépensés pour 
le forum. Cela correspond a la position du 
gouvernement brésilien qui ne supporte pas la 
réussite de ce premier forum social qui a réuni 
des délégués de plus de 120 pays.” Selon le 
leader de la Confédération paysanne, il s’agit aussi 
de réprimer les Sans Terre et les mouvements qui 
luttent contre l’agriculture productiviste. “On voit 
en méme temps la volonté de protéger Monsanto 
et de faire peur aux paysans qui refusent les 
OGM.” Et José Bové de se demander qui décide 
vraiment : les  multinationales ou le 
gouvernement... 


Lors de la conférence de presse improvisée a sa 
sortie du commissariat devant lequel siégaient une 
cinquantaine de journalistes, une centaine de 
participants du Forum dont Bernard Cassen, des 
militants d’Attac, du MST et de Via Camposina et 
bien évidemment Les Pénélopes, José Bové a 
confirmé que “nos déterminations et nos actions 
ne changeront pas mais s’amplifieront”. Il a ajouté 
avec vigueur que dans les mois qui viennent les 
mouvements sociaux ont méme des chances 
d’emporter de grandes victoires, particulierement 
au Brésil”. Sous des applaudissements nourris, 
José Bové a informé la presse de sa décision de 
faire appel a la décision de la justice brésilienne ; 
“J'ai bien l’intention de rester au Brésil jusqu’au 
terme prévu initialement, le 31 janvier au soir.” 


Michéle Dessenne - Les Pénélopes 


